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NC TOWERS
Outreach and Engagement Subcommittee – Charge
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To identify and engage OSW stakeholders in North Carolina and beyond with a 
communications strategy that advocates for policies prioritizing OSW development

• Promote recommendations from Taskforce to stakeholders and policy-makers
• Connect governments and organizations working on OSW advancement in NC
• Build upon partnerships, such as the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic Regional Transformative 

Partnerships for Offshore Wind Energy Resources (“SMART-POWER”)

Topics to discuss and consider:
• Messaging priorities & consistency
• Outreach strategies
• State government

• Federal government
• Local governments

Commerce Liaisons: Gena Renfrow and Lex Janes

• Special interest groups
• Best practices among similar efforts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just as a reminder, the charge of the Outreach & Engagement Subcommittee is to identify and engage offshore wind stakeholders.



Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Deliverables
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• Conducted NC TOWERS’ first statewide stakeholder engagement survey to gauge 
information needs and level of engagement of key stakeholders

• Held open house in Brunswick County connecting residents with experts from BOEM, US 
Coast Guard, Visit NC, Dominion Energy, Duke Energy Renewables, TotalEnergies, 
Southeastern Wind Coalition, Chambers for Innovation, Wilmington Chamber, NC 
Coastal Federation, NC Sierra Club & UNC Wilmington

• Held stakeholder roundtable discussions in Elizabeth City and Morehead City
• Staffed info booth at State Energy Conference at NCSU
• Assisted with pilot K-12 outreach at South Greenville

Elementary School
• Developed fact sheet on OSW economic development

opportunities in NC – shared with above audiences
• Launched monthly OSW newsletter – since Dec. 2022

number of subscribers has increased 40%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Participants at Elizabeth City roundtable on Aug. 3, 2022 included representatives of: College of the Albemarle; Currituck County Travel and Tourism; Dominion Energy; Economic Development Partnership of NC; Elizabeth City State University; NC Commission of Indian Affairs; NC Fisheries Association; NC Watermen United; and Pasquotank County Board of Commissioners

Participants at Morehead City roundtable on Nov. 15, 2022 included representatives of: Carteret Community College; Carteret County Chamber of Commerce; Eastern NC Workforce Development Board; Ironworkers District Council; Mayor of Havelock; NC Fisheries Association; NC Ports; NC Watermen United; NC Works Jacksonville Office; Pamlico County Economic Development Office; and several offshore wind supply chain companies 

Since launch in December of 2022, the number of newsletter subscribers has increased by 40% (377 subscribers as of 5/15/23, up from 275 subscribers at launch)

Thank all of our subcommittee members – Natalie English, David Kelly, Karly Lohan, and Wit Tuttell – and our staff liaisons – Lex Janes and Gena Renfrow.




Next Steps Fiscal Year 2023 - 2024
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• Taskforce goal – Create, publish and maintain a master OSW engagement calendar
• Conduct second stakeholder survey – survey will be available to public on NC TOWERS 

webpage
• Update existing fact sheet and create additional informational materials to increase level 

of awareness and understanding of offshore wind opportunities in North Carolina
• Assist with Taskforce K-12 outreach
• Partner with other NC TOWERS subcommittees to 

conduct outreach events with key stakeholders – 
including existing and potential offshore wind supply 
chain companies and community colleges

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Taskforce goal – “Create, publish and maintain a master OSW engagement calendar that lists all state, federal, local government, as well as related stakeholder and advocate meetings on the topic of OSW, to be maintained and updated accordingly”

Have formed a working group for calendar project – Steve Kalland, Karly Lohan, Susan Munroe and Gena Renfrow. Held out first meeting last week.

Need your help to share events that should be on the calendar.  Asking all subcommittee to make sharing information about such events part of the agenda of each subcommittee meeting.  And please send info about events to Gena Renfrow.
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