
The Real North Carolina 
Christmas Tree Industry

NC DEPARTMENT
OF COMMERCE

Jamie Vaughn
Senior Analyst for Market Intelligence   

NC Department of Commerce

LMI Tuesdays

December 19, 2023

Jeff Rosenthal
Manager, Occupational Analysis Team   

NC Department of Commerce



Facts about the Christmas 
Tree Industry

• It is huge!
o 25-30 million trees sold each year
o 350 million real Christmas trees are growing in the US in all 50 states
o About 15,000 farms employing over 100,000 workers
o The farms cover about 350,000 acres

• It is sustainable
o It takes between 4 and 15 to grow a 6-7 ft tree (average is 7 years)
o 1 to 3 seedlings are planted to replace each harvested tree
o There are more than 4,000 local tree recycling programs in the US

• The top producing states are Oregon, North Carolina, Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin and Washington

Source: https://realchristmastrees.org/education/quick-tree-facts/



Focus on North Carolina Industry

• 5-6 million trees harvested annually (around 20% of US)
• #2 US behind Oregon

• $100 million annual wholesale value (around 40% of US)

• $25 million estimated retail of value-added products (wreaths, roping, table 
décor, etc.) 

• 40,000 acreage statewide (around 12% of US acreage)

• 1,300 growers across the state

Sources: https://christmastrees.ces.ncsu.edu/christmastrees-nc-christmas-trees-by-the-numbers/; 
https://carolinademography.cpc.unc.edu/2020/12/21/nc-in-focus-the-2020-holiday-season/

https://christmastrees.ces.ncsu.edu/christmastrees-nc-christmas-trees-by-the-numbers/


Where are the NC Growers?

https://ncchristmastrees.com/business-type/wholesale-growers/page/2/



What types of occupations are here?

• Step 1: What is the NAICS code?  
• https://www.census.gov/naics/?input=christmas&year=2022

https://www.census.gov/naics/?input=christmas&year=2022


What types of occupations are here?

• Step 1: What is the NAICS code?  (continued)
• https://www.census.gov/naics/?input=christmas&year=2022

https://www.census.gov/naics/?input=christmas&year=2022


What types of occupations are here?

• Step 2a: Can we find a staffing pattern for 111421?
• https://d4.nccommerce.com/OESSelection.aspx 

https://d4.nccommerce.com/OESSelection.aspx


What types of occupations are here?

• Step 2b: Can we find a staffing pattern for 111421?
• https://www.bls.gov/oes/tables.htm 

https://www.bls.gov/oes/tables.htm


What types of occupations are here?

• Step 2b (continued): Can we find a staffing pattern for 111421?
• https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oessrci.htm#11 

https://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oessrci.htm#11


What types of occupations are here?

• Step 3: What do we do now?
• Results from Googling ‘staffing pattern 111421’ did not work well

• Perhaps try to find jobs with ‘Christmas’ in title?
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Where do NC Trees go?

US Capitol (2022) White House Blue Room (2021)



Where do NC Trees go?

• All harvested at a nursery in 
Newland

• 67 Decorated Christmas Trees 
throughout the house
• Largest is the 35-ft in the banquet 

hall

• 45 additional throughout the 
grounds

Biltmore House (2022)



Other NC Ag products in your holiday

• Turkey
o NC is # 2 nationally for production

o In 2022:
▪ Raised 28 million head of turkey

▪ Produced more than 1.03 billion pounds 

• Sweet Potatoes
o NC is # 1 nationally in production

▪ 1 out of every 2 in the nation is produced in NC (2021)

o 350 million sweet potatoes farmed in NC

• Poinsettias
o NC is # 2 Producer in US (2022)
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