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North Carolina’s labor market situation
What do we know?

The federal government shutdown led to a months-long federal data blackout

* August 2025 state-level unemployment rates: published September 19

* September 2025 state-level unemployment rates: published December 11

In the meantime, however, North Carolina’s unemployment insurance system has
continued to generate data, shedding light on current labor market conditions

These data have continued to depict a “low hire, low fire” labor market where layoffs
are uncommon but where jobseekers are having increased difficulty finding work
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Source: US Employment and Training Administration

Very few people are being laid off
U.l. initial claims are near an all-time low

Weekly initial claims for unemployment insurance in North Carolina
Jan 1997 — Nov 2025

Nov 29:
2,092
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Source: analysis of data from NC Common Follow-up System
Note: data are not seasonally adjusted

Jobseekers have difficulty finding work
Re-employment has fallen to 2014 levels

% of unemployment insurance claimants in North Carolina re-employed one year after layoff
79%
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Upcoming release dates

September 2025 statewide unemployment and jobs data: [published last Thursday, December 11]
September 2025 county unemployment data: December 17

202592 QCEW data: ~December 19 (TBD)

October 2025 statewide unemployment data: Canceled by BLS

October 2025 county unemployment data: Canceled by BLS

October 2025 jobs data: Released with the November 2025 numbers

November 2025 statewide unemployment and jobs data: January 7

November 2025 county unemployment data: January 16
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Resources of interest

NC Ul Claims Dashboard
https://analytics.nccommerce.com/NC-UI-Claims-Weekly/

January 2026 NC Economy Watch

**Stay tuned**

Follow us on social media:

e LEAD Feed blog
e LinkedIn and X (formerly Twitter)
* Newsletters: contact LEAD@commerce.nc.gov to subscribe
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“Thank you!”

Andrew Berger-Gross
Senior Economist
andrewbg@commerce.nc.gov
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