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The final economic data releases of 2018 continue to highlight NC’s expanding @ @
economy. Nearly all major monthly labor market data show an improvement from 6°/

2017 with two exceptions. The labor force participation rate has fallen 0.5 points
over the year. And initial unemployment insurance claims are significantly elevated
from a year ago — which may only be temporary while areas recover from Hurricane

Florence. The Philly Fed’s October leading indicator index portends a positive start
to 2019 with NC hitting its 2nd highest mark in three years.
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Unemployment Rate By County (ot Seasonally Adjusted)
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Buncombe 2.7%
Orange 2.8%
Alexander 2.9%
Wake 2.9%
Chatham 2.9%
[ Highest |
Scotland 6.6%
Hyde 5.8%
Edgecombe 5.7%
Washington 5.5%
Tyrrell 5.3%

*All data produced in this publication are based off November 2018 figures, are generated by LEAD, and have been seasonally adjusted and/or smoothed unless otherwise stated.

Dollar amounts have been adjusted for inflation using the Consumer Price Index.
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